WHERE S PORT &
SCIENCE COLLIDE
The America’s Cup is one of the most challenging, technical and exciting sporting competitions in the
world. When, back in 2014, we decided to assemble a team for our new challenge, we looked for the best
designers, scientists and technology pioneers. What we had not anticipated was how difficult it would be to
find British talent, engineers.
It became clear that we needed to take a look at what was happening in schools. We discovered that
capable, intelligent young people were simply not being exposed to the opportunities that science could
bring. In parallel, we knew that the America’s Cup had a tremendous impact on young people drawn by the
excitement of high speed foiling yachts; we just had to join the dots.
We were inspired to set up the 1851 Trust, alongside the team, with the conviction that we could engage
young people with science through the cutting edge technology developed in sailing. It is a truly inspiring
journey where sport and science collide, where adventure and excellence begin.
With the help of our supporters, over the last 5 years, we have already inspired thousands of young people
from all backgrounds. Over the next three years we aim to double the number of young people we reach.
Thank you for your support.

Sir Ben Ainslie, 1851 Trust Patron
INEOS TEAM UK Team Principal and Skipper

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING AND
TECHNOLOGY DO NOT ALWAYS IGNITE
THE INTEREST OF YOUNG PEOPLE
Each year the shortfall of scientists is estimated at
110,000[1] resulting in a skills crisis in the UK.
For those coming from disadvantaged backgrounds these
subjects are even further out of reach. Barriers include
a shortage of out-of-classroom experiences, limited access
to quality teaching, narrow curriculum and lack of career
advice. Often these children suffer from low self-esteem[3].
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The America’s Cup is one of the most innovative and
exciting sporting challenges. It harnesses breakthrough
science and technology to deliver high speed competition.
This combination offers an unrivalled opportunity to inspire
and immerse young people in science-in-action.
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Throughout our partnerships across the UK we shine a new
light on science, engineering and technology, helping to
build essential life skills and opening up new opportunities.
Crucially, our work makes it feel accessible, showing young
people where it can lead them.
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THROUGH SPORT WE MAKE
SCIENCE ACCESSIBLE

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MORE LIKELY
AND MORE ABLE TO PURSUE SCIENCE
Our programmes are designed to appeal to young people with
different interests from diverse backgrounds.
Online: STEM Crew: A high quality digital learning platform for
school teachers which brings science alive in classrooms across
the UK.
On water: Rebels Crew: Inspirational sailing for young people
from deprived areas that builds life skills and encourages a
personal connection with science.
Off site: Roadshows and pop ups: Hands on science and sailing
experiences which bring learning to life in amazing places.
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pupils have taken
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I loved it because
I never liked
STEM before but
I like it now.
- Pupil, Portsmouth

It was a real
turning point for her;
she really changed
her opinion.
- Teacher, Dover

young people from
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attended a ‘sci and tech’ pop
up around the UK (2019/20)
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of young
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Getting that
particular group of
boys interested in
history and science
is amazing!
- Teacher, London

WE AIM TO SUB S TANTIALLY INCREASE
OUR REA CH AND IMPACT
Our ambition is that young people will thrive in, and contribute
to, a world shaped by technology. By harnessing the intersection
of science and sport we have created an incredibly powerful and
successful approach to make subjects such as science accessible,
and engineering inspiring thousands of young people across the
country each year.
Building on these strong foundations, we are driving a new ambitious
strategy to increase the participation of under-represented groups,
and to double the number of young people we reach each year. We
also plan to explore new sports that inspire young people and have
potential to enrich science teaching.
Thank you on behalf of our young people; because it is only with the
support of inspirational individuals and organisations that we have
achieved so much in such a short time. If you would like to help us
or learn more about young people, science, disadvantage and the
catalytic opportunity offered by sport please give me a call.

A lot of our students
had never heard of the
America’s Cup. However,
once they use these
resources and see the
boats on the foils they are
engaged. These resources
help break stereotypes
and show students how
exciting and innovating
being a scientist can be.
Head of Science, Mary Immaculate
High School, Cardiff

Ben Cartledge, CEO 1851 Trust
07584 391259
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